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Church, and I even expected that the destruction of the former would
be to the profit and glory of the latter. As time went by, and the
question between the two was brought out more clearly every dav,
I studied with ardour the works of the so-called liberal catholics of
France and Belgium; and although they neither satisfied me nor
drew me from my doubts (which now passed to the most funda-
mental considerations), this school of thought was highly sympa-
thetic to me, because I believed that if its tenets could preponderate,
Catholicism might still be serviceable to the cause of civilization.

This hope was afterwards gradually destroyed, until at last the
Syllabus came to convince me that if my former companions of the
lecture-room had erred in believing that religion was incompatible
with liberty, the Church itself had now declared that Catholicism
was incompatible with modern civilization,

And really (he adds in a note), since the publication of the
Syllabus and the declaration of the infallibility of the Roman
Pontiff, the vanity of their illusions is made dear to those who
by means of one subtle distinction after another tried to escape
from what was a mere imposition of logic.

After "many watches and much anguish, which more than
once cost tears of blood", there came a day in which, examining
his conscience, he was able to formulate a profession of faith
which in effect approached most nearly to that of the Unitarians.
At last he decided to communicate his change of views to his
wife, taking as an excuse a controversy which they had been
reading in die newspapers over the apostasy of a certain priest.
He relates the scene, painful and prolonged, which took place
between them; lie was careful to point out the difference between
one who is converted to another religion, following the
development of his own thought, and one who merely aposta-
tizes from his beliefs. His wife, at last, declared that she would
go on loving him as before, and the education of his children
was continued as it had begun.

The Minute has all 'the character of a thinly veiled psycho-
logical autobiography; the profession of faith as "a meeting
place for philosophy, positive religion, rationalist theism and
protestant Christianity" is Azcarate's own and is repeated and